RMHC survey

Methodology
●

Survey of 1,711 parents with at least one child under
the age of 18.

●

Respondents were asked to imagine how they
would feel and/or react if they had a child who was
hospitalised overnight, in some instances at a
distance from their home.

●

The survey was open from the 31st May 2019 to 3th
June 2019.

●

The data is not weighted and charts are based on all
respondents unless otherwise stated.

Key findings
●

Most respondents indicated that they would feel sympathy
for any family who had left their child alone in hospital

●

Leaving their child alone in hospital isn’t something many
parents can imagine, but many feel differently about this if
they were to have a place to stay nearby
○

●

Those with an older child more likely to both be able
to imagine leaving their child and feel differently if
they had a place to stay nearby.

Less than 1 in 5 reported having savings that would allow
them to cover costs for an emergency situation like a
child’s illness

Yes
23 %

No
77 %

Overnight hospitalisation of
children has affected a
significant number of
Mumsnet users, with more
than half of respondents
indicating they’ve had a child
who has been hospitalised
overnight.
No
46 %
Yes
54 %

Of those, almost quarter
(23%) had needed to leave
their child alone in hospital.

Have any of your children ever been hospitalised overnight? Base: all (1,711) | If your child has ever been hospitalised, have you ever had to leave them alone in hospital? Base: those who have had a child hospitalised overnight (923)

A month or
more
2-4 weeks
6%
7%

Most parents who had
experienced having a
child hospitalised
overnight reported
this being for a
shorter period of time,
with just 12% saying
their children had
been hospitalised for
two weeks or more.

4-13 nights
29 %

1-3 nights
58 %

If any of your children have ever been hospitalised overnight, how long has this been for? If your child/children have been hospitalised more than once, please answer for the longest time
they were hospitalised for Base: those who have had a child hospitalised overnight (924)

70 %

I'd feel sympathy for the family

I wouldn't feel anything, it
wouldn't be my business

13 %

I'd feel disapproval

6%

I'd be confused

6%

Other

5%

Reassuringly, most
respondents indicated
that they would feel
sympathy for a family
if they’d heard that
their child had been
left alone in hospital.

If a parent left their child alone in hospital, which of the below best represents how you would feel towards them? Base: all (1,711)

Respondents indicated they would imagine needing a lot
of support available to be able to cope emotionally and
financially in the event their child needed to be
hospitalised for weeks or months.
My child being placed in a local
hospital nearby

96 %

Having support from other people,
such as families or charity workers

89 %

My work granting me a sabbatical or
temporary leave of absence

89 %

The ability to keep my whole family
together, as a unit, near the hospital

Being provided with free, long-term
accommodation near the hospital

Almost all parents suggested
they would rely on their child
being placed in a nearby
hospital to cope

83 %
82 %

Note: chart is based on net of those
who responded “a lot” or “somewhat”

If your child became ill and needed to be hospitalised for a period of weeks or months, to what extent do you think you would rely on the following happening to be able to cope – financially or emotionally – as a family? Base: all (1,711)

86% have friends, relatives
or a partner they believe
willing to help out

89% likely to put their
career on hold to be there
for their sick child

Putting my career on hold to be there for my sick
child

68 %

My friends, relatives or partner helping out with
childcare if I needed to stay far away from home
to look after an ill child

My work granting me a sabbatical or temporary
leave of absence if I needed to look after my
child for a period of weeks or months
Very likely

Quite likely

21 %

60 %

33 %

Neither likely nor unlikely

26 %

38 %

Quite unlikely

12 %

6%

5 %6 %

12 %

5%

Very unlikely

7 in 10 think their work would be likely to grant them a
sabbatical or temporary leave of absence if they needed
to look after their child long term.
If your child became ill and needed to be hospitalised for a period of weeks or months, how likely or unlikely do you think the following things happening are? Base: those answering for each option – (1,553, 1,554 and 1,476 respectively)

My comfort or wellbeing is not important when
compared to that of my child

88 %

I would never choose to leave my sick child
alone in hospital overnight

81 %

If my child became ill and needed to be
hospitalised long term and far from home, I
would struggle to cover the costs of travel to or
staying near hospital

74 %

I have a supportive network around me who
would help me if my child were taken ill

71 %

If my child became ill and needed to be
hospitalised, I may have to leave them alone in
hospital overnight because of other
circumstances, despite wanting to be with them
I have substantial savings to help me cover
costs for an emergency situation, such as a
child's illness

Parents were asked to
imagine how they would
feel if their child was
hospitalised far from
home. This chart shows
the net of respondents
who agree with each
statement in this scenario.

50 %

19 %

Less than 1 in 5 said
that they have
savings available to
cover costs for an
emergency situation
like a child’s illness

Imagine how you would feel if your child was hospitalised far from home. Taking into account your personal circumstances, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? Base: all (1,711)

Take turns with my partner or other
close family members, working in
'shifts' to ensure my child isn't left
alone

90 %

Stay by their bedside 24/7 wherever
possible, even if it meant sleeping on
the floor

89 %

Go home to sleep and return as soon as
possible - due to other responsibilities
like my job, other children or other
caring responsibilities

Most parents indicated
they would do something
to ensure their child
wasn’t left alone if
possible, with around 9 in
10 saying that sleeping
by their child’s bedside
and taking turns with a
partner or other family
members would be likely
scenarios for them.

50 %

If your child was admitted to hospital overnight, please state whether you think the statements below are things you'd do, or not: Base: all (1,711)

97 %

Sleep by their bedside

Drive to visit them every day, no matter
what

83 %

Stay in a B&B or hotel near to the
hospital

Rent a flat nearby, to be there for your
child whenever they needed you

Almost all parents
indicated that they would
consider sleeping by their
child’s bedside if they
were admitted to hospital
a long way from home.

74 %

47 %

If your child needed to be admitted to hospital for a period of weeks or months at a significant distance from your home, which of the following do you think you would do or not? Base: all (1,711)

90 %

Those with higher
incomes were much
more likely to indicate
that they would or
might rent a flat
nearby or stay in a
hotel or B&B near to
the hospital, likely
because these are
options they would
consider possible for
them.

87 %
78 %

Stay in a B&B or hotel near the hospital

Note: chart is based on those who
said they would or might do each
thing only

75 %

64 %
55 %

74 %
64 %
52 %

Rent a flat nearby, to be there for your
child whenever they needed you

43 %

35 %
27 %

£100,000 or more

£75,000 - £99,999

£50,000 - £74,999

£35,000 - £49,999

£20,000 - £34,999

Under £20,000

If your child needed to be admitted to hospital for a period of weeks or months at a significant distance from your home, which of the following do you think you would do or not? Base: all (1,711)

75%

A chair I could sleep in

60%

A pull-out bed

I wouldn't expect to be offered any
accommodation

19%

A family room

18%

A room near to the hospital to stay in if
far away from home

Other

13%

Most parents would
expect some kind of
accommodation to be
offered to them if their
child was hospitalised
overnight, even if this
was just a chair they
could sleep in

2%

If your child was admitted to hospital overnight, which, if any, of the following, would you expect to be offered? Please tick all that apply. Base: all (1,711)

Other
1%

Most parents
indicated that they
would expect their
child to go to the
hospital with the
best care for them,
though around one
quarter would
expect the decision
to lie with their
family.

Either of the
above, depending
on what I/we
choose
26 %

To our closest
hospital
6%

To the hospital
with the best care
for them, no
matter how far
away this is
67 %

If you had a seriously ill baby or child and they needed to be hospitalised for specialist treatment, where would you expect them to be sent? Base: all (1,711)

Don't
know
9%

Just one fifth of
parents indicated
that they could
imagine leaving their
child in hospital
overnight.
No
72 %

Can you imagine leaving your child in hospital alone overnight? Base: all (1,711)

Yes
19 %

29 %

Those with older
children were more
likely to indicate that
leaving their child
alone in hospital
overnight is
something they could
imagine.

25 %
25 %

Can imagine leaving their child alone in
hospital overnight

18 %
15 %
13 %

12 %

16 or over

13 to 15

10 to 12

7 to 9

Can you imagine leaving your child in hospital alone overnight? Base: all (1,711)

4 to 6

1 to 3

Under 1

More than 6 in 10 indicated that they
would definitely or probably feel
differently about leaving their child
alone in hospital overnight if they had
a place to stay nearby.

Yes,
definitely
24 %
No
38%

This was a more common attitude for
parents with children aged 13 or
older, with 70% of those with a child
aged 13 to 15 and 73 % of those with
a child aged 16 or over indicating
they would feel differently.
Yes,
probably
39 %

If you couldn't imagine leaving your child in hospital alone overnight, do you think you would feel differently if you had a place to stay close to your child? Base: those who couldn't imagine leaving child alone in hospital or don't know (1,309)

Those with older
children were also
more likely to
indicate that they
would feel differently
about leaving their
child alone in
hospital if they had a
place to stay close to
their child.

73 %
70 %
67 %

Would feel differently if they had a place to
stay close to their child

62 %
60 %
57 %

62 %

16 or over

13 to 15

10 to 12

7 to 9

4 to 6

1 to 3

Under 1

If you couldn't imagine leaving your child in hospital alone overnight, do you think you would feel differently if you had a place to stay close to your child? Base: those who couldn't imagine leaving child alone in hospital or don't know (1,309)

